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Air Tamajeq language 


Air Tamajeq ( Tayirt ) is a variety of Tamasheq, one of the Tuareg 
languages. It is spoken by the Tuareg people inhabiting the Air 
Mountains, in the Agadez Region of Niger . 

Ethnologue lists two dialects: Air (Tayert) and Tanassfarwat 
(Tamagarast/Tamesgrest). Blench (2006) considers these two 
varieties to be distinct languages. He lists Ingal and Gofat as 
dialects of Air/Tayirt and Azerori as a dialect of Tamesgrest. 
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Phonology 


Vowels 


Short Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 


High 

i 

a 

u 

Mid 

e 

a 

0 

Low 


a 


Phonetic vowel sounds 



Oral 

Pharyngeal ized 

Front 

Central 

Back 

Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

[i] 

[i~9] 

[u] 

[i T l 

[3 T ] 

[o'] 

Mid 

[i ~ e] 

[3 ~ B] 

[o~o] 

[e <r ~ ae'-] 

[e <r ~ a 1 -] 

[o'] 

Low 


[ae ~ a] 



[a'- ~ (A] 




Tayart 


Tamajeq 

Native to 

Niger 

Region 

Sahara 

Native speakers 250,000 (1998)W 

Language 

family 

Afro-Asiatic 

■ Berber 

■ Tuareg 

■ Southern 

■ Tayart 

Dialects 

Air (Tayirt) 

Tanassfarwat 

(Tamagarast) 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

thz 

Glottolog 

tayal257 (htt 

p: //glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/tayal2 

57)12] 


Consonants 









































Labial 

Alveolar 

Palato- 

Velar 

Uvular 

Laryngeal 



plain 

phar. 

plain 

phar. 

alveolar 

plain 

phar. 

Plosive 

voiceless 



t 

ttl 

(c) [tj] 

k 

k^ 

q 


voiced 

b 

b T 

d 

d'' 

(g) [d 3 ] 

g 




Fricative 

voiceless 

f 

(H 

s 

(si 

s[J] 



X 

h 

voiced 



z 

z T 

z[3] 



V, 


Nasal 

m 

( m<r ) 

n 

(nl 


n 




Lateral 



1 

(1) 






Trill 



r 

(0) 






Approximant 

w 




y Li] 






■ Sounds [tj] and [d 3 ] mainly occur as allophones of III and Idl before front vowels. A velar lr\l 
mainly appears when followed by a labio-velar /w/, or a uvular IqlP^ 
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